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Proposal	  to	  Consolidate	  the	  	  
Fire	  Districts	  on	  Hamilton	  Township  

 
 

The Board of Fire Commissioners for Hamilton Township Fire District 2 understands that there 
would be a benefit in the operation of our fire service if all firefighters in Hamilton were 
employed under one fire department.  

In the fall of 2014 we joined with Fire Districts 3, 4 and 7 with the intent to form a “Joint 
Meeting” (UNIFORM SHARED SERVICES AND CONSOLIDATION ACT c. 63, P.L. 2007). It 
was believed that the “joint meeting” would be a responsible way to begin the consolidation of 
the Fire Service while maintaining control of the tax rate in Mercerville (Hamilton Fire District 
2).The “joint meeting” was abandoned by the Board for numerous reasons. The most notable 
being the absence of application of the Civil Service Commission’s direction and regulations 
amongst the participating Boards. 

Hamilton Township Fire District 2 has the most beneficial contract for any firefighter working in 
Hamilton Township. It worked hard with the union to provide this contract and maintain a flat 
tax rate from 2014 to 2015. This was accomplished through an energy grant, attrition from 18 
employees to 17 and a team effort between the Board, Chief and employees to find cost savings 
in the overall operation of 2015. 

Residents of Hamilton Township Fire District 2 are taxed 40 cents per $100 of assessed value in 
2015. The district employs one chief and sixteen firefighters. At all times, the station is staffed 
with three firefighters and a captain to respond immediately to all emergencies. This tax rate is 
the third lowest in Hamilton, and the second lowest amongst fire districts that provide 4 
firefighters on a fire engine at all times. 

The Board of Fire Commissioners Fire District 2 remains open to discussion about a methodical 
transition from 8 districts to 1. It is our understanding that the Union intends to petition our 
residents to dissolve our district and merge Mercerville into Fire District 3. Fire District 3 taxed 
their residents 88 cents per $100 of assessed value in 2015. That is more than double the tax rate 



of residents of Fire District 2. Fire District 3 in recent years has issued lay-off notices to its 
employees and had refused to fill the fourth firefighter when one is absent. It is for these reasons 
we remain loyal to our residents and employees and oppose the union’s plan to consolidate all 
Districts into Fire District 3.  

The Board will remain accountable to its residents and has identified the only legitimate way to 
accomplish the consolidation of the Hamilton Fire Department. The consolidation of the Fire 
Department should be done under the direction of the Township’s Council. The members of the 
Council were elected by the whole of the Township; therefore they would be best suited to 
consolidate the department in the best interest of all of the residents of Hamilton.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Commissioner Gene Argenti (609) 586 4095 

	  


