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The Regular Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners, Hamilton Township Fire District No. 2 

was called to order by Chairman Argenti at 1902hrs.  The Flag Salute was held, and a moment 

of silence was observed.  The Open Public Meeting Act and the Uniform Fire Safety Code were 

given. Roll was called. 

 

Commissioner in Attendance: 

Scott Fairfax  Alec Martin (late)  Stephen Vetrano 

Gino Argenti (Chairman) 

Members of the Public in Attendance: 

Joe Marcucci, Jared Pierson, Anthony Chirorello, Jason Ryan, Edward Hirshman, and Ron 

Lizardello 

 

Introduction of the 2016 Budget: 

Mr. Marcucci, the District’s hired accountant, addressed the Board stating that tonight is a 

scheduled public hearing for the budget.  The Board issued the following Resolution: 

 



Resolution 2016-01 

Open the meeting for the public hearing of the budget. 

Commissioner Fairfax:  yes 

Commissioner Vetrano:  yes 

Chairman Argenti:  yes 

Resolution passed 3-0 

 

The members of the public in attendance were given the opportunity to comment on the 

budget.  As there were no comments, a motion was made by Commissioner Fairfax and 

seconded by Commissioner Vetrano to close the comment period for the budget.  Motion 

passed 3-0. 

Mr. Marcucci then announced the 2016 budget: Total revenue: $4,085,963, with $3,716,971 to 

be raised by taxation.  Total appropriation: $4,085,963 

The Board then issued the following resolution:   

Resolution 2016-02 

Adapt the 2016 budget as submitted 

Commissioner Fairfax:  yes 

Commissioner Vetrano:  yes 

Chairman Argenti:  yes 

Resolution passed 3-0 

 

Secretary’s Report: 

 Commissioner Martin was absent.  Commissioner Vetrano was acting secretary for the 

meeting and submitted the minutes for the November 16 regular meeting.  Commissioner 

Fairfax moved the minutes be accepted as written, which was seconded by Commissioner 

Vetrano.  Motion passed 3-0 

 

Treasurer’s Report by Commissioner Fairfax 

 Commissioner Fairfax distributed a list of purchase orders, a bill list, a budget sheet and 

balance sheet.  These documents are part of the minutes. In summary:   



Grand bank accounts (all 3): 

Operation:  $74,436.37 Payroll:  $5,800.67  Money Market:  $1,337,444.83 

Account Balance:  $1,417,681.87 

Cash Management Fund:  $99,444.89 

Petty Cash:  $314.35 

 Commissioner Fairfax presented the purchase order list.  The purchase orders were 

reviewed by the Board and no issues were found.  Commissioner Fairfax made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Vetrano, to approve the purchase orders.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 Commissioner Fairfax presented the tabled purchase order 2157. This PO was tabled for 

lack of a price.  It was resubmitted with a bill for 34 pairs of pants, 11 shirts, 21 EMT patches 

and 21 embroidered name stripes for a total of $1421.35. This is only a partial order.  

Commissioner Vetrano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fairfax, to pay the purchase 

order at this amount.  Motion passed 3-0 

 Commissioner Fairfax presented the bill list for review.  Commissioner Vetrano made a 

motion to pay the bills, which was seconded by Commissioner Fairfax.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 Commissioner Fairfax introduced the Open Purchase Orders for 2016:   

PO 2211 Abeline Pest Control     $640 

PO 2212 Affiliated Technology Solutions   $1700 

  Software Assurance Program 

PO 2213 DePietto and DePietto    $14,235 

  2015 Audit 

PO 2214 Aqua Water Co. Hydrant Rental   $43,000 

PO 2215 Continental Fire and Safety Inc.   $550 

  Annual system service and extinguisher service 

PO 2216 Direct TV-TV service     $2200 

PO 2217 EMR Power Systems, Inc.    $1500 

  Generator Service 

PO 2218 Fed Ex-Shipping Charges    $200 

PO 2219 BP-fuel       $8,000 



PO 2220 First Responder Joint Ins. Fund (JIF)   $95,000 

PO 2221 Guardian-Dental benefits    $23,500 

PO 2222 Joseph Marcucci, Jr.-Accounting Services:    $10,000 

PO 2223 NJ Division of Pension Benefits   $305,560 

PO 2224 Obrien Consulting     $3000 

PO 2225 Petty Cash      $1000 

PO 2226 Phone and Internet services    $10,000 

  AT&T, Verizon, MCI 

PO 2227 Polar-Coffee and Water    $2700 

PO 2228 Princeton Health Care System   $280 

  Employee Assistance Program (EAP) 

PO 2229 PSE&G-Gas and Electric    $33,000 

PO 2230 Richo-Copier rental     $1500 

PO 2231 Physicals-RWJ and Doctor’s Express   $5000 

PO 2232 Sharp Electronics Corp.-Copier Rental  $2500 

PO 2233 Stark and Stark-Legal Services   $10,000 

PO 2234 The Times of Trenton-postings/notices  $500 

PO 2235 Trenton Water Works-Domestic Water  $1825 

PO 2236 Trenton Water Works-Hydrant Rental  $225,636 

PO 2237 UFDS $5000 

PO 2238 Building and Grounds fund (Various Vendors) $3750 

PO 2239 various vendors-Elections    $1000 

PO 2240 Various vendors-food     $500 

PO 2241 Various Vendors-Vehicle Maintenance  $20,000 

 

Commissioner Martin arrived at 1918 hours. It was decided that Commissioner Vetrano will still 

be the recording secretary for the meeting. 



Commissioner Fairfax discussed a bill from Tozer Trane. This bill is for annual service agreement 

of $11,234 payable in monthly installments of $936.17.  Commissioner Fairfax made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Martin, to approve the service agreement.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Commissioner Martin completed the Secretary’s report at this time by presenting the minutes 

of the regular and executive meetings on 12/14/15.  The minutes were reviewed.  

Commissioner Vetrano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Martin, that the minutes be 

approved as written.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Chief’s Report by Chief Christopher Tozzi 

 There is a new SOP on the use of the Duty Phone.  This SOP has been sent out via the 

PowerDMS software program for review and signatures by the Board. 

 The grease trap in the kitchen overflowed.  The plumber who was called charged $155 

for the service and an additional $100 to come out immediately.  This was avoided by the on 

duty crew, D Platoon, putting on suits and cleaning it out themselves so that the plumber could 

work on the pipes.  The Board expressed its thanks to D Platoon.  There is a company that will 

come out and clean it as part of a yearly service for the cost of $155/year.  Chief Tozzi 

requested the Board approve this and he will schedule for a June service.  The Board agrees to 

this and it will be submitted as an open purchase order. 

 Chief Tozzi wants to replace and upgrade the current parkas that the career staff use to 

Hi-Visibility, ANSI Grade 3 compliant parkas.  His reasoning is the temperature is dropping as we 

go further into winter and the crew should be in an ANSI compliant uniform when exiting the 

apparatus when not in firefighting ensemble.  Chief Tozzi circulated a flyer on the parka he 

found thru Samzie’s Uniforms. He would like to have “Fire Department” put on the back to 

delineate fire staff from other public safety personnel.  Commissioner Vetrano reported that 

per NJ Office of EMS regulations, the EMS certification must be displayed on the outermost 

garment.   Commissioner Martin will provide Chief Tozzi with a vendor used at his full time job 

thru the NJ Department of Transportation.   In the meantime, a PO was submitted, PO 2207, for 

the parkas not to exceed $2565. 

 

 Chairman Argenti asked Chief Tozzi how his first night of duty chief call went.  Chief 

Tozzi reported no issues. 

 Chief Tozzi reported the District has received all Certificates of Liability for insurance and 

have been sent to the appropriate parties (e.g-Mercer County Fire Academy, Reading, KME).  All 

vehicles now have new insurance cards.  Marianne has a file for all these. 

 Chairman Argenti asked Chief Tozzi how his first night of duty chief call went.  Chief 

Tozzi reported no issues. 



 Chief Tozzi reported on calls for the month of November: 

  10 Fires    37 EMS 

  1 Overpressure/rupture/explosion 

  9 Hazardous contitions with no fire 

  4 Service calls    28 Good Intent calls 

  23 False alarms 

Chief Tozzi reported that there was a recent night call where a station was dispatched 

and did not get in service as there was not a full volunteer crew.  Chief Gribbin was the duty 

chief and requested the next due apparatus which was a career station. Chief Tozzi said he will 

have to get used to such issues at night when he is the duty chief. 

Commissioner Fairfax wants Chief Tozzi to work with Marianne in thinning out files.  He 

is running out of space in the locked, fireproof filing cabinet for active volunteers and career 

staff.  He wants retired/non-current employees, inactive volunteers and past volunteer 

personnel files to be moved to lower sections of the same filing cabinet.  Chief Tozzi reports she 

has found out what the laws are regarding retention of files.  He is working with her in 

electronic file storage when appropriate.  Chief Tozzi is also upgrading the way in which files are 

stored (book format) and will work with the most senior staff, including himself, to make sure 

their files reflect all classes/certifications taken. 

Chief Tozzi requests Board approval to attend a class on Crude Oil Firefighting in 

Colorado at the FEMA facility.  This is a 3 day course that is fully funded by FEMA/US Dept. of 

Homeland Security and will not cost the district anything for the course itself. 

Chief Tozzi discussed Hazmat response in the township.  While all but 3 of the career 

staff are trained to the Hazmat Tech level, District 2 does not have the authority to mitigate a 

Hazmat incident.  Of note, there are freight train lines running at night thru the Township; the 

Hamilton Twp. Train Station is the 2nd busiest NJ Transit station, and the Trenton Transit 

Center is the busiest station for train activity.  The Division of Fire Safety representative for 

Mercer County is willing to meet with Chief Tozzi, the Mayor, and the Police Chief on this issue. 

Chief Tozzi wants to send the last 3 career staff to Hazmat tech training.  This is an 80 

hour course which will cost the District overtime to staff for the career staff to cover the 

firefighter while he is at training. The course itself is free.  After some discussion, a motion was 

made by Commissioner Martin, seconded by Commissioner Fairfax, to send FF Chiorello to 

Hazmat Tech training.   The issue of sending other career staff, FFs Villatoro and Fusco,  for 

training, was tabled for later in the year. 

 



 

 

Old Business:  With regard to the surplus vehicles, Chief Tozzi and Marianne Brock are still 

searching for the titles 

New Business:  Commissioner Vetrano announced he will be conducting an EMS Continuing 

Education Program on Selective Spinal Immobilization on 1/5/16 at 1900.  This class is being put 

on to bring fire personnel in line with the Hamilton Township EMS provider, RWJ Mobile Health 

Services, who as of Jan 1 are using new guidelines in Selective Spinal Immobilization which will 

feature decreased use of long-spine boards. This class is open to all Fire and EMS providers who 

share operational jurisdiction with RWJ MHS. 

Public Comment:  A/O E. Hirschman reimbursed the District $4 that the District paid for his 

boots.  Total cost was $129, the District only pays $125 and it paid the full $129.  A/O 

Hirschman paid Commissioner Fairfax in cash. 

Commissioner Fairfax requested an Executive Session to discuss contract negotiations and 

personnel issues. 

The Board issued the following resolution:   

Resolution 2016-03 

To go into executive session for purposes of contract negotiations and personnel issues 

Commissioner Fairfax:  yes 

Commissioner Martin: yes 

Commissioner Vetrano:  yes 

Chairman Argenti:  yes 

Resolution passed 4-0 

The regular meeting recessed at 1955hrs to go into executive session. 

The regular meeting reconvened at 2007 hours.  Public comment was sought.  No public 

remained in attendance at this time and the Board had no further business.  Commissioner 

Vetrano made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Martin to adjourn the meeting.  

Motion passed 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 2009hrs. 

 


